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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 477-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of two reports issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period, will be found on pp. 475-6. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the courtesy of the 
Sisiiemtan Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, of 
Bech in an extract from the “Cape Times” of the oth 
Rail Roll; May last, containing a report of the annual 
ou. Br ee 8 meeting of the Cape Town Chamber of Com- 


stock. eatin 
Mr. J. A. S. Watson, in the course of his presidential address, 
alluded to the inadequacy of railway rolling-stock, concerning 
which the Committee of the Chamber had made repeated represen- 
tations to the Railway Department during the past twelve months. 
He considered that the difficulties which the Railway Department 
stated they had experienced through British manufacturers being 
so full of orders might be overcome if the Government could see 
its way to calling for tenders from a wider circle of manufacturers. 
The chairman quoted a letter suggesting that these orders were 
not sufficiently open to the trade and that the specifications were 
not standard, and expressed his desire to impress upon the 
A 











A434 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 4, 1903 


—~s 





Openings for British Trade. 





Railway Department the necessity for making more effective 
arrangements for meeting the present pressure by increasing its 
stock of engines and trucks, and the staffs where necessary, as well 
as by opening all stations on all days for the receipt of goods at 
the earliest possible moment. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Registrar of Imports and Exports at Singapore states in his 
fortnightly trade report, dated 20th April, that 

_ Cycles and les of British mak Sl acl nn th 

Motor Cars cycles of British make continue in favour in the 

: Straits Settlements, the cheap and shoddy 
American article being looked on with well-founded suspicion 
even by natives. 

The increase in the imports of carriages and carriage materials 
last year from the Continent is attributable to the supply of 
French motor cars, and America is also displaying characteristic 
enterprise in this rapidly growing business. 





In the same report the Registrar states that American export 
meat companies have, through their agents, 
Tinned Meats. given considerable attention to the trade in 
tinned meats, &c., in 1902, and this attention 

is not likely to be diminished in the future. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Batoum, in his report on the trade of Batoum 
Railway in 1902, states that it has now been finally 
Materials decided that the Black Sea Coast Railway 

is to start at the station of Armavir, on the 

Vladikavkaz Railway, and is to be carried over the Goskh Pass 

on to Tuapse, the lines to be laid as near as possible to the town 

of Maikop. From Tuapse the rails are to follow the Black Sea 

Coast as far as Soukhoum, whence, whilst still continuing along 

the coast, the line is to be extended as far as the station of 

Novo-Senaki, where it will join the Trans-Caucasian Trunk Line. 

The railway is to be built as near to the Mingrelian town of 

Sugdidi as circumstances will admit. 

This railway will draw away the cereals of a grain country 
north of the main Caucasian range, which has hitherto sent its 
produce principally to Novorossisk, but which, on the construction 
of a line, will be brought down and shipped at Soukhoum. The 
latter place, whilst becoming a port for the export of cereals, is 
therefore destined to play an important part in commerce in a few 
years hence. ‘The railway is: to be built by the Vladikavkaz 
Railway Company, and there is, therefore, every reason to expect 
that the work will be pushed forward very rapidly. (oreign Office 
Annual Series, 2,979.) 
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NORWAY. 


A despatch, dated the 27th May, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H. M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Coal. forwarding a copy and translation of a call for 
tenders for the supply of 300 tons of Cardiff 

coal, Nixon Navigation, to the Artillery workshops. 

The tenders can be sent in to the “ Artilleriets Verksteder” in 
sealed envelopes marked “ Anbud paa Kul” before Wednesday, 
the 10th June, at noon. The tenders will be opened at the 
Director’s office at 12.15 p.m. on that date. One hundred and 
fifty tons must be delivered before the end of June and the rest 
in November or December. ‘The conditions, &c., may be seen at 
the office, where further information is obtainable. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 10 to 15 
per cent. is given to Norwegian traders. 


DENMARK. 

The “ Berlingske Tidende,” of May 27th, contains a notice calling 
for tenders for the supply for the Lyngby 
Water Pipes. © Commune Waterworks of cast-iron pipes, with 
the necessary ‘‘shaped pieces,” of a total weight 
of about 650 tons, in accordance with conditions of tender, a 
limited number of which are available for distribution, on written 
request, to persons desirous of tendering. Tenders marked 
‘‘Rorleverance til Lyngby Kommunes Vandveerk, must be sent 
in to the Office of the Parish Council (“Sogneraadskontor ”), 

Lyngby, by 1.30 p.m. on 9th June. 








GERMANY. 
In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Stettin 
writes :— 
Hats. “Tt would appear that there is still a good 


opening for the sale of genuine English hats. 
I noticed lately in one hatter’s, felt hats bearing the following 
names, viz., “Swift, Robinson & Co., Piccadilly, London,” 
‘“ Andrews & Co., Cornhill, London,” and “ Briggs, Stanley & Co., 
Regent Street, London.” ‘These firms do not appear in the Post 
Office Directory nor in Kelly’s Directory of Merchants, Manufac- 
turers and Shippers. It is therefore to be presumed that these hats 
are foreign imitations. The duty on felt hats for men is 180 marks 
per 100 kilogs. (41. 9s. 8d. per cwt.). : 

The Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 780 of 1902) prepared by the Com- 
mercial Department of the Board of Trade,.and published by Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, at 1s. 10d., gives particulars of 
the rates of import duty levied in Germany (among other countries) upon the 
produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom. Should any further informa- 


tion be desired application should be made to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W, 
Az 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


“The price lists and trade publications received at this Consulate 

deal almost exclusively with heavy machinery, 

Iron Bedsteads. locomotives, fire-engines, ore crushers, and 

similar articles not easily disposed of or for 

current daily use, whereas lists or offers respecting hats, groceries, 

stationery, and iron bedsteads are conspicuous by their absence ; 

the latter articles have become fashionable and are much purchased, 

being recommended by doctors; those for sale here cost nearly 

twice as much as in London—the frames are poor, frequently 
being made of rod iron.” 


“The price list of one of our largest exporters of groceries has 
ibiiniten Datine been sent to me, and, on my recommendation, 
Pickles. @, several grocers. It is, in most respects, 
Angry very excellently compiled, but prices being 
unfortunately in sterling, and weights in cwts., lbs, &c., I fear 
that no orders are likely to result. 

“ British jams, pickles, and various groceries are exposed for 
sale in several of the better class shops. Exporters of these goods 
should endeavour to use light weight receptacles for their goods, 
as all duties are levied on the gross weight of the packed article. 
Jam which formerly sold for 1 mark 50 pf. (1s. 6d.) per lb, in a 
china jar is now being sold at 1 mark 10 pf. (1s. 1d.) per lb., owing 
to its being imported in tins. This fall in price should cause a 
considerable increase in the sales.” 


“The prices asked for writing paper of all kinds are, in some 
cases, double those usual in England, but few 
Stationers’ Goods. of the varieties are of British origin. Duty on 
paper is 6 marks per 100 kilogs. (3s. per cwt.), 
and on envelopes 12 marks per 100 kilogs. (6s. per cwt.). Some 
small articles for office use are british.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Serves, 2,977.) 


On p. 441 will be found a further extract from the report of H.M. 
Consul at Stettin, stating that two large retail 


M a shops on the “Stores” principle have lately 
? ‘a 16¢ been established there, and these should prove 
ae likely buyers of British products for daily 
Consumption. : , 


consumption. 





GERMANY—TOGOLAND. 


Mr. Buchanan, Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, states in his 
recent report on the German colonies that, in 
Togoland, a narrow-gauge railway, connecting 
Lome with Little Popo is in course of construc- 


Railway 
Materials. 
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tion, and is eventually to be joined by a line some 75 miles in 

length from Lome to Misahoehe. This new line, which is now 

being surveyed, will pass through a country rich in palm oil, and 

Pe up what, it is hoped, will prove a flourishing cotton-growing 
istrict. 





GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


On pp. 408-9 will be found extracts from the report by Mr. 
, Buchanan, Secretary to H.M. Embassy, at 
Railway Ps ; 
Material Berlin, giving particulars of two proposed 
— branch lines in German South-West Africa. 


FRANCE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Amiens reports that an important 

Agrisuiterel agricultural co-operative society, the “Société 

Scabies Co-opérative Agricole de la Région du Nord,” 

P has its headquarters at 54, Rue Saint Jacques, 

Amiens, with branches at Arras, Beauvais, Laon, Lille, Dunkirk, 

Roye, Valenciennes, St. Quentin, Soissons, Compiégne, Meaux, 
Hangest-en-Santerre, St. Just-en-Chaussée, and Dieppe. 

As one of the objects of the society is the purchase and sale of 
agricultural implements, it might be looked to as an opening for 
British productions, but the society appears to supply its members 
with implements of French make, with rare exceptions, when 
something special may be ordered through a Paris agent of the 
maker. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,976.) 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 26th May contains a notice calling 
for tenders, to be presented up to 3 p.m. on 
Naval Stores. 9th June, and which will be opened at noon on 
10th idem, for the supply of certain stores to 
the Admiralty, among which may be noted : — 
400 metric tons of coal-coke and 900 metric tons of forge- 
coal; provisional deposit required, 190 milreis, or about 341. 
10 metric tons of linseed oil; provisional deposit, 60 milreis, or 
about 111. 
540 barrels of sundry mineral oils and about 1,000 kilos. of 
others ; provisional deposit, 130 milreis, or about 231. 
86 metric tons of soap, 6 of stearine candles, and 36 tons of 
stearine in pieces; provisional deposit, 560 milreis, or about 1001. 
All particulars may be obtained at the Commissio de Compras 
de Marinha, in the Ministry of Marine and Foreign Affairs, 
Lisbon. ‘The value of the contracts may be taken at about forty 
times the amount of the respective provisional deposits. 
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PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 
With reference to the announcement on p. 485 of the “‘ Board of 
Railway Plant Trade Journal” of December 11th last, it may 
anil Geamatiattinn be noted that the “ Diario do Governo” of 26th 
May contains a Royal Order approving the 
statutes of the Benguella Railway Company (owner of the con- 
cession to Mr. Robert Williams), as set forth in the ‘ Diario” 
in 8 chapters and 60 articles. The “ Diario” referred to may be 
seen by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., on 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (except Saturdays, 
when the Branch closes at 1 p.m.). 


ee 





SPAIN. 
The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th May contains a Royal Order 
, authorising the sheet of conditions for the 
os cere Ya establishment of a telephone line from Oviedo 
ee Pee ib Gijon and from the latter place to the port of 
San Juan de Nieva. 

The conditions, which are printed in the “ Gaceta,” call for 
tenders, which will be received up to 1 p.m. 30 days after the 
appearance of the notice and will be opened five days later, at noon, 
in the Registry of the Directorate-General of Posts and Telegraphs, 
Calle Caretas, 10, Madrid, for the work of installation at the upset 
price of 460 pesetas or about 13/. per kilometre. A provisional 
deposit of 1,000 pesetas or about 29/. is required to qualify any 
tender and it is noted that the proposals already presented by the 
Director of the Sociedad Anonima Minas de Riosa are to serve as 
a basis, and that the author of the said proposals is to have 
preferential rights on equal terms. 


99 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th May contains a notice calling for 
Buildi tenders, which will be opened in Barcelona and 
ing Sewers. : oh * : 
attain. ae the Directorate-General of ,the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 
Works, Madrid, at noon on 30th June, for the construction and 
alteration of sewers in the 13th section of the general sewerage 
project for the city extension, at the upset price of 803,168°50 
pesetas, or about 23,416/. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of 
the upset price is required to qualify any tender. 


ARGENTINA. 

The “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 22nd April contains a 
Decree, authorising the Administration of the 

Steel Rails. Andino Railway (Villa Maria to Mercedes) to 
acquire in Europe 20 kiloms. of steel rails, 

weighing 37 kilogs. per lineal metre, with their accessories. 
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CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Chinkiang reports that amongst minor articles of 
foreign manufacture, the import’ of which 
might be largely extended, may be mentioned 
enamelled ware, braid, fancy buttons, cigarettes, 
; clocks, window glass, lamps and lamp 
Cigarettes, Soap, chimneys, looking-glasses, medicines, soap 


Clocks, Glass, = and turmeric. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
ores 2,975.) 
Medicines, &c. eee 


Enamelled Ware, 
Braid, 
Fancy Buttons, 








FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a note from the Belgian Minister in 


fy en grad London, stating that an Agricultural Exhibition 
Bites will be held at Bruges from the 4th to the 


13th July next. A copy of the programme may 
be seen by persons interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





FRANCE 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 23rd 
reatent May, the Municipal Council of Lorient has 
Exhibit; t recently decided to organise an International 
oe and Colonial Exhibition of Industry, Trade, 
sare, Agriculture, Maritime Defence, and fine Arts, 

to take place from July to October, 1903. 
Applications for space are at present received by the organising 

committee, Hotel de Ville, Lorient. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Stettin.—H.M. Consul at Stettin, in his recent report, states 
that the following remarks written by him to a British firm of 
cloth manufacturers should be carefully studied and acted upon by 
any British firm desirous of doing business in Stettin, or in any 
other German town, viz.:—‘“If you still want cash payments 
against shipping documents, and quote prices in sterling, weights 
in ounces, and lengths in yards, it is useless your attempting to 
do business here, as the metric system alone is used.” 

Further on in his report the Consul again draws the attention 
of exporters to the fact that there are 40 manufacturers of 
ready-made clothing in Stettin, producing goods to the value of 
over 1,500,000. per annum. It would, he thinks, appear worth 
the while of British manufacturers to attempt to supply some of 
the materials used in this industry, in which Stettin takes the 
lead in Germany. In default of travellers, the simplest method 
of doing business is to negotiate with one of the wholesale 
agents there, through whose hands pass all orders for cloth 
for local clothing manufacturers. The Consul states that 
he is informed that, even were an order sent direct to a cloth 
factory, a commission would be paid to the agent, in the same 
manner as if he had himself secured and forwarded the order. 
The names of the principal agents can be had on application to 
the Consulate. 

H.M. Consul goes on to say :—“‘ By far the greater number of 
the many enquiries received from British firms desirous of being 
placed in communication with agents or customers are very 
vaguely worded. ‘These enquiries could be more satisfactorily 
answered were they made in the form of separate questions. 

“T notice that German, French, and Scandinavian firms 
frequently advertise in the local newspapers for agents or firms 
dealing in their particular products. I recommend this method 
to British enquirers, instead of trusting to the Consul happening 
to know of some suitable person. The commercial standing of 
applicants for such agencies can easily be ascertained through an 
Information Bureau, of which there are several here. 

“Two large retail shops on the “ Stores” principle have lately 
been established, and through selling solely for cash are able to 
make prompt payments. ‘These establishments deal in almost 
every class of goods, and should therefore prove likely buyers of 
British products in daily consumption. The dislike of British 
exporters to sell on credit is likely to be less of an obstacle than 
in dealings with other buyers, who, being in the habit of giving 
credit, are themselves unable to pay cash for their goods.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,977.) 


Calais.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 2,976), H.M. Consul at Calais writes :—‘ Lists have been 
furnished through the Foreign Office to the Commercial Intelli- 
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COMMERCIAL MISSION TO SIBERIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 526 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 12th March last, a despatch has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg 
reporting the departure on the 25th May of Mr. Cooke, British 
Commercial Agent at Moscow, en his special commercial mission 
to Siberia, and stating that during his absence H.M. Consul at 
Moscow will act for him, and forward, if necessary, any communi- 
cation to places arranged. 





ROYAL COMMISSION ON SUPPLY OF FOOD AND RAW 
MATERIAL IN TIME OF WAR: MERTING. 


The Royal Commission on Supply of Food and Raw Material in 
Time of War met on the 21st and 22nd ult. at the Foreign Office. 
All the members of the Commission, a list of whom was given in 
the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 30th April, p. 200, were present. 

Mr. H. Llewellyn Smith, Deputy Comptroller-General of the 
Commercial, Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of 
Trade, and Mr. R. H. Rew, Head of the Statistical Branch of the 
Board of Agriculture, were called and examined. 
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mentioned by the Consular officer, who, it must be -understood, 
disclaims responsibility as to the standing of any firm mentioned. 

“ Whenever possible, competent travellers should follow the 
catalogues, and after a reasonable time the result of the experi- 
ment might be reported to the Consular officer in order to watch 
the progress or decline of trade rivals and to study the reason 
for it.” 

Gijon—The British Vice-Consul at Gijon reports that it is 
satisfactory to note that the United Kingdom has risen to the first 
place in the importation of machinery, and iron and metal work, 
and it is to be hoped that manufacturers will use every effort to 
retain the position which they now hold again for the first time for 
several years. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,973.) 





RUSSIAN TRADE IN 1902 VIA THE EUROPEAN 
FRONTIER, THE CAUCASUS, AND THE BLACK SEA. 


The following particulars relating to the foreign trade of Russia 
by the European frontier, the Caucasus and the Black Sea during 
the year 1902, are translated from an article which appeared in 
the “ Journal de St. Petersbourg ” of 1/14th May :— 

According to figures furnished by the Department of Customs, 
the total value of the imports into Russia by the European frontier, 
the Caucasus and the Black Sea in 1902 was 527,095,000 roubles 
(55,638,000/.), as compared with 532,944,000 roubles (56, 255,0001.) 
in 1901. The exports amounted in value in 1902 to 825,277,000 
roubles (87,113,000/.), as against 729,815,000 roubles (77,036,000/.) 
in 1901. 

Imports. 

The following table shows the value of the imports by categories 

in 1901 and 1902 :— 























——. 1901. 1902. 
Roubles. Roubles. 

Food products ... er aie ih sill 84,349,000 81,409,000 
Products for industrial use east oe -_ ..-| 288,107,000 295,483,000 
Animals.. - ‘ -~_ _ ove oat 1,495,000 1,403,000 
Manufactured articles... ‘ns i — ..-| 158,993,000 148,800,000 
Roubles| 532,944,000 527,095,000 

t 56,255,000 55,638,000 





Of the total import trade in 1902, 490,808,000 roubles represents 
the value of the trade by the European frontier, 12,320,000 roubles 
that by the Caucasus and Black Sea, and 23,967,000 roubles that 
of the special trade with Finland. 
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gence Branch of the Board of Trade, of actual or possible 
dealers in British goods at Calais, Boulogne, Lille, Amiens and 
Roubaix, while commercial enquiries are always promptly 
answered by me. I am still of opinion, however, that the address- 
ing of letters and circulars to foreign firms, especially in the 
English language and with LKnglish currency, weights and 
measures, will seldom lead to practical results, which are much 
more likely to be achieved by intelligent and well-equipped 
travellers.” 


Boulogne—The British Vice-Consul at Boulogne writes :—“ It 
seems idle to repeat the oft-expressed opinion that British 
ignorance of decimal coinage, weights and measures contributes 
considerably to keeping us _ of touch with the Continent.” 
(Foreign Ofice, Annual Series, 2,976.) 


Corunna.—In his report on the trade of Corunna for the year 
1902 (Annual Series, 2,973), the Acting British Consul at that 
port writes :— 

“As far as this district is concerned, | have observed a great 
improvement in the manner in which British traders are making 
use of Consular assistance in matters of trade; there are one or 
two methods, however, which ought to be changed. 

“Catalogues are now being sent in Spanish, but in the majority 
of cases firms when sending the catalogues in Spanish write 
in English, and very often with a request that the reply may be 
sentalsoin English. Such requests are not conducive to obtaining 
the desired orders. 

“ Prices are nearly always quoted f.o.b., whenever possible these 
should be quoted c.i-f. 

“Weights and measures should be given in the decimal 
system, py 

“The question of terms of payment when orders are sent to 
British firms has come under my notice on several instances. 
These, when demanding payment ‘against documents,’ do not 
take the necessary precaution to avoid displeasing the receiver of 
the goods. At times the documents are presented long before the 
merchandise arrives, at others the goods are in the Custom-house 
and the receiver is without the necessary documents to clear them, 
having to pay a fine to the Customs for every 24 hours that elapse 
without presenting the bill of lading. Care should be taken to 
avoid this difficulty in order to promote good feeling with British 
firms. 

“ Firms desirous of introducing their goods in this district should 
communicate with the Consular officer, enquiring as to whether 
there be an opening for their particular business, and should the 
reply be favourable, catalogues in Spanish, with prices quoted c.i.f, 
and in Spanish weights and measures, should be sent to the firms 
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Russian Trade in 1902 vid the European Frontier, the Caucasus, 


and the Black Sea. 


roubles in 1902 as against 156,751,000 in 1901, and the 
Netherlands 103,013,000 roubles in 1902 as against 84,689,000 
in 1901. It will be noted that increases are here shown of nearly 
32,000,000 roubles in the case of Great Britain, 24,740,000 roubles 
for Germany, and 18,324,000 roubles for the Netherlands. 

Export trade is stated to be declining with Turkey, Egypt, the 
Kast Indies, and China, and decreases have taken place in the 
shipments of wheat, oats, and forest products to France. 











RUSSIAN TEA AND SUGAR TRADE WITH PERSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, in the 
course of which it is stated that, as far as can be ascertained, from 
350,000 lbs. to 400,000 lbs., nearly all Chinese tea, are annually 
sent from Odessa to Persia by way of Baku. Very little tea has 
so far been sent by the Persian Gulf steamers, but a further large 
unknown quantity is sent from Moscow by rail to Baku from 
Persia. 

H.M. Consul-General also transmits a translation of an extract 
from the last published commercial report of the Russian Consul- 
General at Bender-Bushire, as follows :— 

** Except in Shiraz and parts of Bender-Bushire, Russian sugar 
is so far unknown in the markets of the Persian Gulf. The first, 
and so far the only practical attempt to export Russian sugar to 
the Persian Gulf was made on the first sailing of the Russian 
Steam Navigation Company’s steamer ‘ Kornilov” in the spring 
of 1901, when 950 sacks of refined loaf sugar (each weighing 
about 6 pouds, two together forming a camel load) were consigned 
to Bender-Bushire, and also 2,272 sacks and 187 packages of sand 
sugar. 

“The refined sugar was sold to a Bushire firm, while the sand 
sugar was forwarded chiefly to Shiraz. A good augury for the 
future of this commerce is the fact of a Kiev Bourse broker, being 
specially sent out in the winter of 1901 by the Kiev Bourse Com- 
mittee and the Russian sugar manufacturers to Bender-Bushire 
for the purpose of gaining acquaintance with the peculiarities of 
the South Persian markets before making new attempts to intro- 
duce Russian sugar there. Such a practical investigation was 
necessary in order to bring to the notice of the Russian exporters 
the minute particulars, which they must observe in order to 
successfully sell Russian produce in the Persian Gulf markets. 

‘‘ It is necessary for the following most important conditions to 
be observed :— 
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The principal countries of origin are indicated in the following 
table :— 














a | 1901. | 1902. 
| 

Roubles. Roubles. 
Germany -" oe vee pei ee .».| 208,823,000 202,886,000 
Great Britain ... om = om bbe ...| 102,913,000 99,307,000 
United States ... a ~ sos ~— ...| 84,111,000 39,150,000 
France ... sa “ a bh ...| 27,566,000 26,284,000 
Austria-H ungary sab “ _ pee ..-| 24,858,000 23,506,000 
China ... pas = pes ae ove .»| 21,440,000 19,446,000 
Egypt ... ~ bt vee ren eas .»-, 18,299,000 15,082,000 
Netherlands... eu _ ~— ~_ aaa 8,545,000 11,337,000 
East Indies... el in oa oe ...| 6,590,000 10,190,000 
Italy... _ _ ebe pea _ + 10,224,000 | 9,213,000 


| 


Exports. 


The following table shows the value of the exports by categories 
in each of the years 1901 and 1902 :- — 




















aa | 1901. 1902. 
| Roubles. Roubles. 

Food products ... oe _ bie tbe .».| 430,955,000 526,189,000 
Products for industrial use ... = _ ...| 256,697,000 | 258,267,000 
Animals.. e ; = xvi -_ +e 20,224,000 21,558,000 
Manufactured articles. see vy we ..., 21,939,000 19,263,000 
Roubles| 729,815,000 825,277,000 

£' %7,036,000 87,112,000 


From the subjoined table showing the export trade according to 
frontiers, it will be seen that exports by way of the European 
frontier have increased, whilst those by way of the Caucasus and 
Black Sea as well as for Finland have declined :— 





snenenee | 1901, | 1902. 


| 
Roubles. | Roubles. 
European frontier... eve 0% ove ...| 607,628,000 | 708,255,000 
Caucasus and Black Sea - se ve ...| 83,488,000 | 78,992 000 


i ee em $8,030,000 





As regards countries of destination it is found that Germany 
takes the largest share, with 203,596,000 roubles in 1902 as 
against 178,856,000 in 1901; then Great Britain with 188,775,000 
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Russian Tea and Sugar Trade with Persia, 





the southern portions of Persian Kurdistan, and the : northern 
portions of the province of Luristan; (2) at Bassorah to supply 
sugar to the various places in that province; (3) at Bender-Bushire 
to furnish the provinces of Farsistan (Shiraz) and the neighbouring 
small ports on the Persian Gulf; (4) at Bunder-Abbas for Lar, 
Sirdzhan, Raffindzhan- (Bagramabad), Kermana, and Yezd; (5) at 
Muhammer for Karun (lower course), and the whole of Huzistan ; 
(6) at Akhvaz for the basin of the Upper Karun and the southern 
portion of Luristan and partly of the Isfahan district; (7) at 
Maskat for the eastern portion of Oman seashore, and lastly at 
Lingué to supply Laristan and the islands in that vicinity and the 
Oman shores of the Persian Gulf. 

“The establishment of special sugar warehouses in the ports of 
the Oman littoral, Bahrein Island, and in Kuweit, offers no present 
advantage, especially as those ports are not visited by Russian 
steamers. It would be dangerous to entrust the organisation of 
the sale of Russian sugar in these new markets altogether to the 
commission agents already there, as they are mostly already 
interested in the sale of foreign sugar. So, if it be not feasible to 
have a Russian representative at each of the places, there should 
be at least one Russian specialist stationed on the gult to superin- 
tend the whole affair and the several warehouses. This specialist 
could at the same time be charged with the cullection of informa- 
tion regarding alterations in the conditions of those markets, 
exchange fluctuations, and the operations of foreign competitors, &c. 

“It would be likewise desirable for several Russian sugar pro- 
ducers to avoid pernicious competition by coming to a previous 
mutual agreement. Inthe Persian Gulf commerce is a matter of 
barter, and it would be best for Russian sugar importers to take 
this hint and become also the exporters from the Persian Gulf of 
local raw produce to Russia. 

‘‘ With a proper observance of the above main conditions, and a 
careful attention to the suggestions of practical experience, it 
seems certain that Russian sugar will not be slow to take in the 
Persian Gulf that position to which its quality entitles it. Russian 
sugar already prevails in Northern Persia, and has made its way 
south as far as Isfahan, where it holds its own against foreign 
produce. And if the difficult and costly transport has made it 
impossible for Russian sugar to penetrate further south than 
Isfahan, or, for instance, to reach Shiraz, we may now, with the 
establishment of this new steamship line, Odessa-Persian Gulf, 
hope to see it everywhere in Persia.” 

NoTE.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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Russian Tea and Sugar Trade with Persia. 





“The local tastes and ideas must be taken into account, as the 
consumer judges the sugar by its outward appearance, shape, size 
of loaves,* and packing. Loaf sugar sells best if offered in small 
loaves of not more than two kilogrammes, the end rather flattened 
and the bottom concave. It should be easily soluble in hot water 
and make no froth, though as cheap as possible. Each loaf should 
be first wrapped in thin white and then in thick blue paper, and 
then tied crosswise with thin string, and given a_ black 
factory mark. The loaves must be packed in wooden boxes of 
sufficient strength, hooped with willow-withes. No case to 
contain over 32 loaves, which must be wrapped in straw and other 
packing materials to avoid breakage when carried on beasts of 
burden. Ina word, the more the sugar imported at the ports of 
the Persian Gulf resembles that which is already well known (of 
French origin), the better its chance of success. 

‘“‘Of sand sugar the most saleable is cheap sugar in large 
crystals, white and pure, in double or even treble (if for Shiraz or 
Isfahan) sacks of which the inner one must be the stronger and of 
closer texture, and the outer one thinner and with the mark of the 
factory. 

“No bag must contain more than two cwts. (6°37 pouds). Just 
as it is necessary for refined sugar to be made in imitation of 
French sugar, so the sand sugar must copy Austrian sugar. 

“ Not as in 1901, Russian sugar should be consigned to all the 
principal ports of the Persian Gulf visited by the steamers of the 
Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company, so that the 
sugar should quickly become better known, and a temporary 
failure at one point be compensated by the success at another, and 
indeed, each of these ports is deserving of notice for the quantities 
of sugar which it imports. 

‘“‘ Special attention should be paid to the markets of Bassorah 
and Bagdad, which supply with sugar large territories of Turkey 
and the adjoining provinces of Western Persia. The Bassorah 
sugar imports doubled in eight years, and reached in 1900 
577,805 pouds (9,315 tons), and were worth 1,725,865 roubles 
(182,8227.). 

‘In order that the Persians may become better acquainted with 
Russian sugar, care must be taken that the supply should be 
maintained and not be merely spasmodic. Small permanent 
depots of Russian sugar should be established at all the principal 
markets of the Persian Gulf, whence the sugar could be despatched 
as requisite into the interior. 

“Such stores could easily be established (1) at Bagdad to pro- 
vide all the Arab Irak, the southern portion of Turkish Kurdistan, 
the neighbouring Persian provinces, Kermanshah and Hamadan, 





* 4} Ib. loaves are recommended for sale in Persia, 
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BRICK-MAKING IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Association or Combination of Manufacturers. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of a memorandum, drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Embassy at Vienna, relating to the introduction of American 
brick-making machinery in Austria and to the combinations formed 
by brick manufacturers in both Austria and Hungary. 

According to this memorandum, American brick - making 
machinery was introduced into Austria in the year 1899 by the 
“Wienerberger Ziegelfabriks und Baugesellschaft,” a company 
representing with its annual output of 200,000,000 bricks the 
biggest individual brick-making industry in the world. 

Already in 1898 the company had decided on this step owing to 
the difficulty of obtaining sufficient labour for the manufacture of 
hand-made bricks, and also to the fact that the brick produced by 
the “ stiff mud clay ” process was not popular with consumers. 

Many difficulties, however, had to be overcome before the 
American machinery intended for the production. . the American 
standard brick of 83. by 44 by 24 inches (222 by 108 by 64 
millimetres) could be eseniain adapted to the ae BS of 
the larger Austrian standard brick of 290 by 140 by 65 
millimetres. 

Nevertheless, within a year these preliminary difficulties were 
overcome, and since 1899 two vertical machines from a firm at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, have been at work in the Wienerberger factory. 

In the following year the General Director of the Company, 
Dr. Emil Teirich, proceeded to America for the purpose of studying 
other kinds of brick-making machinery in use in that country. 
As a result of these investigations the Company introduced the 
horizontal machines of a firm at Wellington, Ohio, and improved 
upon them to such an extent that one of these machines is now 
capable of turning out 2,500 bricks—Austrian standard—per 
hour. 

During the last three years the construction of brick-making 
machinery has been occupying the attention of Austrian machine 
manufacturers, and at the present time horizontal machines on the 
Wienerberger Company’s system and vertical machines on Craeger 
and Son’s system, and on the system of the Eastern Machinery 
Company of New hav en, Connecticut, are being turned out. 

Several brick factories in Austria have adopted this class of 
machinery, and it would seem as if Germany was going to follow 
suit, as during the present year two brick-making machines have 
already been exported thither from Austria. 

An Austro-Hungarian Brick Trust does not exist. In the year 
1900, however, nine of the principal manufacturers of Vienna and 
neighbourhood formed themselves into an association for the 
purpose of disposing of their production in ordinary wall-bricks by 
means of a general sales bureau. After duly weighing the 
different possibilities of an organisation of this nature, it was 
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CHEMICAL INDUSTRY OF RUSSIA IN 1902. 


The following review of the chemical industry in Russia has 
been translated from a recent number of the “St. Petersburg 
Messenger of Trade and Industry” by the United States Consul- 
General at St. Petersburg :— 

The characteristic feature of last year was the almost total 
suspension of the import of chemical products and the very 
perceptible decrease in their prices, due to the growth of competi- 
tion and improvements in manufacture. The demand for mineral 
acids, salts, and alkali has been largely supplied by home manu- 
facturers, the import being confined to small ports and frontier 
towns. In addition to the works at Warsaw and Moscow, a new 
plant, with modern improvements, was completed at St. Petersburg, 
which caused, during the last year, a reduction of 30 per cent. in 
the price of sulphuric acid and its by-products. 

There has been a marked increase in the amount of sulphur and 
sulphuric pyrites produced, while as regards the importation of 
these articles there has been a considerable falling-off, as a 
reference to the subjoined table will show :— 





Imports of Sulphuric Pyrites 
(contairing about 


Imports of 








Salpher. 2 per cent of copper). 

Pouds. | Tons. Pouds. Tons. 

1900... ee ...| 1,102,000 | 17,918 3,317,000 53,934 

1901... _ vee 944,000 | 15,349 3,693,000 60,048 

1902... 206 vee) 93,000 | 1,512 3,106,000 50,504 
' j 











The price of sulphur and sulphuric pyrites is gradually increas- 
ing, while that of nitric and hydrochloric acid has dropped from 75 
and 80 kopecks (1s. 7d. to 1s, 84d.) to 65 and 70 kopecks (1s. 43d. 
and ls. 6d.) per poud (36 lbs.). The price of chloride of lime 
decreased from 2°25 rbls. (4s. 9d.) in 1901 to 1°40 rbls. (8s.) at 
St. Petersburg, 1°30 rbls. (2s. 94d.) at Moscow, 1°45 rbls. (3s. 1d.) 
at Riga, and 1°60 rbls. (3s. 5d.) at Odessa. This decrease was due 
to the erection of a new factory in 1902, which used the electrolytic 
method. 

The trade in chemical products for manufacturing purposes 
shows a considerable increase in respect of indigo and oxalic acid. 
The supply of the latter has almost doubled during the last two 
years, and now amounts to from 3,000 to 3,500 pouds (48 to 56 
tons) per month. 

Competition and cheap varieties of foreign tannin have reduced 
the price of this product from 35 to 36 rbls. (74s. to 76s.) to 30 to 
31 rbls. (63s. 4d. to 65s. 5d.) per poud. 

A plant has been recently erected at Kineshma, in the Kostroma 
government, for manufacturing benzol and aniline from petroleum. 
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RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN INDO-CHINA. 


With reference to the statements published in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 5th September, 1901, p. 525, and 27th Feb- 
ruary, 1902, pp. 896-7, respecting new railways in French Indo- 
China, a despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, reporting that the construction of the net- 
work of railways in Indo-China, for which the loan of 8,000,0002. 
was voted in 1898 by the French Chamber, is making good pro- 
gress, but has scarcely yet advanced sufficiently to be of any great 
benefit to trade generally, although the movement of gocds in two 
or three districts has, no doubt, been considerably facilitated. The 
railways contemplated by this scheme* are: a trunk line from 
Saigon along the coast through Hue and Vinh to Hanoi; lines 
from Hanoi to Haiphong, from Hanoi through Langson to Dong- 
dang on the Kuanghsi frontier, from Hanoi through Laokay to 
Yiinnan-fu; and branches from Tanlin to Lang Bian, and from 
Saigon to Mytho and Cantho. Of these, the lines from Hanoi to 
Dongdang, from Hanoi to Haiphong, from Hanoi to Ninbinh, and 
from Saigon to Mytho have been working for some time. The 
sections from Hanoi to Yenbay, about 45 miles beyond Vietry, 
from Ninbinh to Vinh, and from Saigon to Tanlin, are expected 
to be opened to traffic shortly. The section from Tourane to Hue 
(65 miles) will be completed in three years, and that from Yenbay 
to Laokay, which is let out on contract, should be finished at the 
end of 1904. A number of branch lines to serve as feeders of the 
main system, and to open up the interior, are also projected. 

In a supplementary report dated 23rd February last, the Consul 
states that the line from Hanoi to Viétry is finished, but at the 
time of writing was not yet formally open to traffic owing to an 
accident to the bridge at that place. The section to Yenbay 
(about 80 kilom.) is expected to be opened in June. 

The route selected from Laokay to Yiinnan-fu has turned out to 
be impracticable, and the line will now pass some distance from 
Hengtzu, to which a branch will, however, be made. 

The Langson line has been carried right up to the frontier at 
Nankuan, but trains only run to Dongdang, 34 kiloms. distant. 

The section from Ninbinh to Thanhoa will be finished this year, 
and the continuation to Vinh shortly afterwards. 

The section from Saigon to Bienhoa is already open. There is a 
short branch from Ticau to the busy river port Dapcau, one of 
2 kiloms. from Namdinh to its port, one of 5 kiloms. from Vinh 
to its port Benthuy, one from the Ninghson coal mines to Tourane, 
and one for portage purposes across the Isle of Khone, on the 
Mekong, where navigation is obstructed by rapids. 


* For a description of these projected railways, see p. 7 and pp. 20-2 of “ Trade 
and Shipping of South-East Asia.” [Cd, 324/1901. Price ls. 04d.}. 
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Brick-making wn Austria-Hungary. 


finally decided that the Wienerberger Company should iiinibe, 
on commission, the sale of the total production of the parties to 
the contract. 

The proceedings of the Wienerberger Company, as commission 
agents to the association, are controlled by a committee repre- 
senting the different firms interested. 

The firm acting as commission agents receive, as compensation 
for its working expenses, 13 per cent. of the invoice value of the 
goods sold. After deduction of this commission, all profits, bad 
debts, &c., are shared pro rata by the association. 

The committee decides what proportion of production should for 
the time being be allotted to each individual manufacturer in the 
association, and fixes selling prices, credit facilities, &c., according 
to the requirements of the market. 

The factories, parties to the foregoing contract, are in a position 
to turn out annually about 400,000,000 bricks, Austrian standard. 

The association was not founded for the purpose of raising prices, 
but with the object of reducing expenses, and establishing fixed 
rules as to the method of payments : and from all reports it would 
seem that the system is working equally satisfactorily for both 
consumers and producers. 

In Hungary a different arrangement has been made. With a 
view to the prevention of over-production, a joint stock company 
was formed at Budapest in 1899 for the sale of ordinary wall- 
bricks. The company consists of 16 factories, with a total annual 
output of about 420,000,000 bricks. 

The capital of the company is 1,000,000 crowns, divided into 
1,000 shares of 1,000 crowns each, of which 30 per cent. is paid 
up. Owing to a “pooling” arrangement amongst the holders the 
shares are not on the market. 

The object of the organisation is the sale of all bricks produced 
by shareholders, whether hand or machine-made, the granting of 
cash advances on stocks on the basis of a stipulated minimum 
price, and the regulation of production according to the require- 
ments of the market. 

The direction of the company is entrusted to a council of 15 
members, and its supervision in detail to a committee of five. 

The improvement in prices anticipated by the Company has, 
however, as yet, not been realised. This is partly to be attributed 
to the competition of five factories which have not joined the 
cartel and partly to a reduced demand owing to the depressed 
condition of the building trade in Hungary. The Company’s 
profits for 1900 were only 16,431 crowns, and for 1901 28,833 
crowns. No dividend has as yet been declared. 

Inasmuch as there is no export trade in bricks from the dual 
monarchy, no comparison between home and export prices can be 


made. 














452 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 4, 1908. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Commonwealth 
ener of Australia Gazette” for 18th April last, con- 
aor a taining certain Decisions issued by the Depart- 
, ment of Trade and Customs on the 15th April, 
1903, under section 139 of the Customs Act of 1901, with reference 
to the duties payable on the undermentioned articles on importation 
into the Commonwealth :—- 
Salicylate of soda and ra: late of eo 





As salicylic acid . 2 20 per cent. ad val. 
Mica chimneys 
As glass chimneys wae —-. °9 +9 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


A copy of the “South Australian Government Gazette” for 
26th March last has been received, which 


aff = contains regulations issued by the Lieutenant- 

aaneutation at Governor of the State of South Australia on 
2 , 19 . 

Anions? Senuees 5th March, 1903, relating to the importation 


of animal manures. 

The regulations in question, are made in accordance with the 
provisions of the “ Stock Diseases Act, 1888”; they provide that 
in order to prevent the introduction and spread of the disease 
affecting stock known as anthrax, the importation into the State 
of South Australia from any place beyond that State, of any 
animal manures is prohibited except under certain conditions, the 
following of which are the more important :— 

(1) Animal manures may be landed at Port Adelaide only, and 
not less than 48 hours notice must be given to the Inspector of 
Stock, in a certain specified form, of the intention to land such 
animal manures. 

(2) No animal manures shall be landed from any place beyond 
the State, without the written permit of an Inspector. A fee of 
108. as to be paid to the Inspector for every permit issued, and os. 
for every inspection made by him. 

(3) All animal manures and all bags and packages which 
contain or have contained animal manures shall, on being landed, 
be removed to such place within Port Adelaide as the Inspector 
shall direct, and shall be subjected for at least two hours to a moist 
heat of not less than 250° F. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


or. —__ 





MAURITIUS. 
With reference to the Notice published on p. 166 of the “ Board 
Prohibition of of ‘Trade Journal” for 23rd April last, the 
the Semana Board have now received from the Collector of 
portation 


: Customs at Port Louis, Mauritius, a copy of a 

meen: ae te Proclamation (No. 13, of 1903) issued a the 

sasaiemelh 21st April last, revoking the Proclamation of 

the 4th March, 1903 (No. 7, of 1903), which 

prohibits the importation of live stock, &., into the Colony from 
Reunion, where cattle plague is no longer prevalent. 


EGYPT. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 27 of the 
Valuation Tariff _ Board of Trade Journal” for the 2nd April 
fr Sugars. last, the Board of Trade are now in receipt of a 
copy of the Egyptian “‘ Journal Officiel ” for the 

16th May, containing the following revised Valuation Tariff* in 
use by the Egyptian Customs authorities for the purpose of 
assessing Customs duties on imported sugars. This revised Tariff, 
which was to come into operation on the 12th May and will remain 
in force until the 11th September, 1903, is as follows :— 








Valuation per 








Kinds of Sugar. 100 kilogs.+ 

| Milliémes.f 
Crystallised or moist, in single or double bags (gross weight) 950 

Powdered or eaeitcus in single or double bags (gross 

weight) one ‘a soe | 980 
Crushed, in single or double bags (gross weight) son ese | 1,050 
Cubes, in boxes. (net weight) ip ame ws ‘oe oon | i,120 
Loaves, in boxes (net weight)... one coe ose one] 1,200 


} 
| 








* For particulars as to ‘the nature of these Egy ptian V aluation Tariffs, see 
“ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 19th March, pp. 589-90. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

t 1,000 milliemes = £E 1 = 1. Os. 64d. 


PORTUGAL. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that, under the terms of a 
recent Portuguese Law approving a contract 
for establishing a mail service between Portugal 
and Portuguese East Africa, it is provided that 
the preference of 50 per cent. accorded by the 
Mother Country to sugar produced in the Province of Mozambique 
is applicable only to sugar carried in national vessels. Sugar, 
however, carried by foreign vessels, when shipped at ports not 
served by a regular Portuguese line of ships, direct or indirect, 
wil enjoy the same preferential treatment as hitherto. 





Preferential 

Treatment of 
Sugar produced 
in Mozambique. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





SPAIN. 
With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
of the ‘ Journal ” on the subject of the payment 


Bay sovungrd in gold of the duties upon certain articles 
cna tno a imported into Spain, the Board of Trade have 
+ Sa now received, through the Foreign Office, a 


Duties in Gold. translation of a Royal Order, dated the 28th 
April, 1903, whereby additional facilities are afforded to importers 
and exporters in order to enable them to effect their payments in 
gold. The objects of this Royal Order are thus explained :—The 
Ministry of Finance, “in agreement with the Bank of Spain, has 
decided to establish, by way of experiment, a system calculated to 
afford to those persons liable to the payment of duties in gold, who 
do not possess an account current, the means of having at their 
disposal the necessary coin, either by means of accounts current in 
gold, or of accounts current in silver (paying the premium on gold), 
or by advances in francs.” ‘he complete translation of the order, 
including the regulations governing the above-mentioned facilities, 
may be seen by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 
ai atlacie application of the United States Customs 
meron Tariff which have recently been issued by the 

Treasury Department at Washington for the 
guidance of the United States Customs Officers and others :-— 


Galingale rush.—So-called “ Galingale rush ” (Cyperus tegetum), 
each stem being split open and dried, but not further advanced, is 
exempt from duty under the provisions for “textile grasses or 
fibrous vegetable substances, not dressed or manufactured in any 
manner, in paragraph 566 of the Tariff. The provisions for 
manufactures of vegetable fibre (paragraph 347), “straw” (para- 
graph 255), and “ vegetable substances, crude or unmanufactured ” 
(paragraph 617), are not applicable. 

Carbonate of baryta, precipitated.—Paragraph 489 of the Tariff 
providing for the free entry of ‘‘ baryta, carbonate of, or witherite,” 
is not limited to the particular kind of carbonate of baryta known 
as witherite, but includes all carbonates of baryta, whether known 
by the name of witherite or not. 

Split bamboo, cut into lengths of 12 inches, for use in making 
brooms, is entitled to free entry under paragraph 700 of the 
Tariff. Splitting bamboo is held not to constitute a manufacture 
of bamboo, as it does not change its name, character, or use. 

Latakia tobacco, imported in the leaf and unstemmed and 
assembled on strings inserted at one end of each, is not tobacco 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


manufactured, and although not used or fit for cigar fillers is never- 
theless dutiable as filler tobacco at the rate of 35 cents per pound 
under paragraph 213 of the Tariff, by virtue of the definition of 
“filler tobacco ” contained in paragraph 214. 

“ Alpha-naphthylamin hydrochloride,’ produced by treating 
alpha-naphthylamin, a free base, with hydrochloric acid, thus pro- 
ducing the former, which is a salt, and which is known and 
designated in trade by that separate and distinct name, and which 
is derived from coal tar, and used to be transformed into azo dyes, 
and is not a medicinal preparation nor a colour or a dye, is not 
entitled to free entry under the provisions of paragraph 524 of the 
Tariff as “naphthylamin,” but is properly dutiable at the rate of 
a0 per cent. ad valorem, under the provisions of paragraph 15 as a 

‘‘ preparation of coal tar.” 

Countable cotton tapestries (finished articles)—The os 
provisions of the cotton schedule of the Tariff (paragraphs 304-309 
inclusive), assessing duty upon “ cotton cloth” according to count 
of threads, weight, and value, are applicable to finished articles of 
cotton, made up and ready for use, when susceptible of such count, 
&c. Countable cotton tapestry squares and curtains made up and 
ready for use are dutiable under the appropriate countable provisions 
of the cotton schedule as “cotton cloth” and not as ‘‘ manufactures 
of cotton not specially provided for” under the provisions of para- 
graph 322. 

Rubber lit covers.—Sheets of rubber about six inches in length 
and the same in width, rolled tubular in form, used to cover the 
portion of the metal bit entering a horse’s mouth as a protection 
to the latter, detachable, and ready to be further shaped to fit any 
bit and suitable for no other purpose, are properly dutiable at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem as ‘‘ saddlery and harness and parts 
of either, finished or unfinished,” under the provisions of paragraph 
447 of the Tariff. 

Saddlery and harness and parts thereof—Girths, kneecaps, and 
rollers, made principally of leather and in part of wool, and bridle 
fronts, composed chiefly of leather and in part of metal, all con- 
cerned with the equipment of horses, and made and used solely for 
that purpose, are dutiable eo nomine as “ saddlery and harness or 
parts of either,’ at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under 
paragraph 447, 

Flax towels and metal scissors, though used in and about the 
grooming or equipment of a horse, are properly dutiable as 
manufactures of flax and metal respectively, under the appropriate 
provisions of the Tariff. 

Innen squares, ranging in sizes from 6 by 6 to 9 by 9 inches, 
with hem not exceeding half-an-inch in width, used chiefly as 
centres for lace handkerchiefs, are dutiable at 55 per cent. ad 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
UNITED KINGDOM. ; 


A committee has been appointed to consider the best means of 
providing for the conveyance of the mails to 


Eastern and from the East and Australasia on the 
Mail Service ae er ‘ 
expiration of the existing contracts with the 
Committee. 


Peninsular and Oriental and Orient Steam 
Navigation companies. It consists of the following members: 
Mr. Evelyn Cecil, M.P., Chairman ; Mr. H. Buxton Forman, C.B., 
Assistant Secretary, Post Office; Sir John Anderson, K.C.M.G., 
Principal Clerk, Colonial Office; Mr. F. C. Holiday, Auditor of 
Home Accounts, India Office ; Mr. 8. J. Graff, C.B., Civil Assistant 
to the Director of Transports, Admiralty; Mr. W. E. Smith, 
Superintendent of Construction Accounts, Admiralty, and Sir T. 
W. P. Blomefield, Bart., Assistant Secretary for the Finance 
Department, Board of Trade; with Mr. A. G. Ferard, of the 
Secretary's Office, Post Office, as Secretary. 





RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Batoum reports {Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,979), that the ‘‘ Deutsche Levante Linie,” in 
b Bat conjunction with the Hamburg-American Com- 

a pany’s Line, has established a regular line of 

and New York. steamers, and maintains a service between 
Batoum and New York. So far the undertaking has been very 
successful, seeing that they have been able to obtain full cargoes 
for their boats from Batoum. 


Steamship Service 


further on in his report H.M. Consul states that last year the firm 
of Nobel Brothers decided to furnish the Afghan 
markets with kerosene by the Kerki route. 
This fortress and customs post is situated about 


Consignment of 
Kerosene to 


= yoaeey S 130 miles from the station of Chardjui. In 
y ey . August last the first consignment of kerosene 


was sent to Kerki. The firm propose to ask 
for permission from the Government to establish a customs post at 
Zaida, where the formalities for receiving the return of excise duty 
can be carried out with greater ease. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul at Stettin reports that the heavy harbour and other 
dues which are levied in Stettin tend to cause 
a reduction in the shipping visiting the port; 
to this must be added the obstruction and 
Shipping at extra expense caused by ice. Through the 
Stettin early commencement of the winter considerable 
losses were incurred by Stettin shipowners, by 

whom the refusal of the Government to lower the dues, as was 





Dues and 
Competition 
detrimental to 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


—e _ - — ——- 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


valorem, under paragraph 345 of the Tariff, as “ unfinished ” 
handkerchiefs. 

Crude egret feathers, not being ornamental in that state, and 
requiring skilled labour to convert them into ornamental feathers, 
are dutiable at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem under para- 
graph 425 of the Tariff. To fall within the provision for crude 
ornamental feathers, such articles must be of the class which can 
be used for ornamental purposes in their crude state. 

Old locomotive tires, although known as scrap tires, not having 
lost their character as tires, are not dutiable as scrap steel, but are 
dutiable as locomotive tires at the rate of 15 cents per pound under 
paragraph 171 of the Tariff. 

Prepared vegetables.— Vegetables which have been dried, or dried 
and cut open, or cut or split into small pieces, are dutiable at 
40 per cent. ad valorem as ‘vegetables prepared or preserved,’ 
under paragraph 241 of the ‘lariff, and not at 25 per cent. ad 
valorem as ‘* vegetables in their natural state,” under paragraph 257. 

‘* Vegetables in their natural state.”—The phrase ‘‘ vegetables in 
their natural state,” in paragraph 257 referred to above, describes 
the vegetable with the natural moisture still inhering in its 
substance and having the form and general characteristics of a 
fresh vegetable. 








COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Imports by translation of a Colombian Decree, dated 16th 
Parcel Post March, 1903, abrogating the provisions relative 
to the taxes leviable on parcel post packages 
which were contained in a Decree of the 28th May, 1902, and 
noted at p.411 of the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 28th 
August last. The new Decree provides that merchandise imported 
into the Republic in packets or by parcel post without a Certified 
Consular Invoice, shall pay taxes in lieu of Consular fees, as 
follows :— 

1. Packets containing precious stones, loose or set, gold, 
platinum, and silver, in any form, four per cent. of their value in 
national money. 

2. Packets containing other articles, two per cent. of their value 
in the same currency. 

The complete translation of the Decree, which contains, in 
addition to the above, provisions as to the manner of assessment 
of the value of merchandise imported by parcel post, may be seen 
by persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 
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Shipping and Transport. 








GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA—continued. 


In the same report it is stated that the construction of a branch 
Projected line from Karibib to Otavi in German South- 
Metiiesha West Africa has been tor some time in contem- 

plation. ‘T’'he Otavi mines are also eventually 
to gain access to the sea by means of a railway to be 

constructed by the Otavi Mining and Railway Company to a 

port on the west coast. According to an announcement which 

appeared in the “ National Zeitung” last autumn, the com- 
pany has elected in favour of Port Alexander in Portuguese 

Angola as the starting point of the proposed railway, which 

would be carried thence across the Kunene to Otavi, and 

prolonged, should the company decide to exercise the right vested 
in it by its concession, in the direction of Rhodesia. The selection 
of Port Alexander, instead of a port on German territory, gave rise 
to much adverse criticism at the time ; and it is now rumoured that 
the company, while adhering to its intention of ultimately con- 
structing the railway to Port Alexander, will content itself for the 
present with connecting the mines with the Swakopmund-Windhoek 
Railway by a branch line to Karibib. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Serves, 2,983.) 
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Shipping and Transport. 
GERMAN Y—continued. 
done at Emden, is keenly felt, as also by all vessels trading to 
Stettin. 


The competition of the Elbe-Trave Canal has made a further 
disastrous advance, to the detriment of Stettin’s trade; and to this 
must be added the policy of reduced freights on the railways, 
which has for its object the increase of railway traffic at the 
expense of the coastwise freights by steamers, and through this 
the large export of spirits will soon be lost to Stettin. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,977.) 


With reference to the Notice on p. 561 of the “ Board of Trade 

Railway Journal” of the 20th November last, a despatch 

Purchase by the has been received at the Foreign Office from 

State H.M. Ambassador at Berlin to the effect that 

the Prussian Diet has passed a Bill empowering 

the Government to purchase for the State the six following private 
Railways :— 


Length in miles. 


Marienburg Mlawkaer (West Prussia)... a. 


Altdamm Kolberg (Pomerania) _... - ‘a. RE 

Stargand Custrin (Neumark) me me iv ae 

Kiel Flensburg (Schleswig Holstein) és .. OB | 
Dortmund Gronau Enscheden (Westphalia) ane (.) OR ' 
East Prussian Southern Railway ... .. 162 


With the acquisition of these six lines by the State, the 
nationalisation of Prussian railways may now, it is stated, be 
regarded as completed in all essential points, and the working 
of the existing system should consequently be rendered more 
efficient. 





GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


In the report on the German Colonies recently issued by the 
. Foreign Office, it is stated that in South-West 
Opening of the ‘africa the railway from Swakopmund to 
oe Windhoek, connecting the coast with the 
tea interior by way of Karibib, was opened to 
4 traffic in June, 1902. It was commenced in 
the autumn of 1897, has a length of about 237 miles, and has cost 
nearly 700,0001. The total receipts for 1903 are estimated to 
produce 46,9801., of which passenger traffic is credited with 4,5801., 
goods traffic with 40,000/., and sundry miscellaneous receipts with 
2,4001., while the total expenditure is returned at 60,0901. (Loregn 
Office, Annual Series, 2,983. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





FRANCE. 

In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,978), 
Coal Trade in H.M. Consul at Nantes remarks that until last 
the District of 7°?" the whole of the coal trade of that district 

nition was with the United Kingdom, and would 

:, probably have remained so but for the strikes 

of the last few years, which caused so much inconvenience and 

loss to users of British coal in this district that they have been for 

some time looking out for other sources of supply which would 
make them independent of British coal in future. 

Different places have been tried, but until last year the results 
were not satisfactory, and it was only in 1902 that their efforts 
were attended with success in two different directions. 

In one case they have succeeded in obtaining special railway 
rates for French coal from the northern collieries, which enabled 
it in 1902 to be sold in this district at prices allowing it to compete 
with British, especially in a northern direction, and this native 
coal has been used in a part of the Nantes district which was 
formerly entirely supplied by the United Kingdom through the 
ports of Nantes and St. Nazaire. 

In the other case the supply has been obtained from the 
German collieries on the Rhine. This coal has given great 
satisfaction, being of good quality and moderate in price, as might 
be expected, owing to the much lower wages paid in Germany. 
The cost of carriage is also remarkably ‘low, as it comes by 
water from the collieries through Rotterdam. 

The difficulty about this coal has hitherto been that it was too 
small for the grates in use in the Nantes district, but manufacturers 
are having them altered to suit it, and the Consul fears that a 
reduction in the import of British coal must be expected on this 
account in future. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,978.) 


H.M. Consul at Calais reports that chalk, though not specified in 
the table supplied to him by the Customs, 
page ap has been recently an important export; a 
' commercial informant gives the figures at 
United States. 22,000 tons of common chalk for the United 
States, and 8,000 of phosphoric chalk. In March, 1903, three 
cargoes, in British vessels, of common chalk for the United States 
totalled 13,500 tons, and there was a shipment for Middlesbrough. 
It comes from various places in the Calais district, and even from 
Camiers and Etaples, on the other side of Boulogne, and, adds 
the Consul, the question naturally suggests itself whether this 
American demand could not be supplied from British ports. 
Further on in his report the Consul remarks, that as regards 
phosphates and phosphoric chalk in the Boulogne district, the 
situation is becoming worse and worse owing to lower prices and 


increased cost of labour. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,976.) 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The following table, based on returns published in the “ Queens- 
Mineral Produc. land Government Mining Journal” of 14th 
tion of New South March, shows the value of minerals produced 
Wales in 1902, 2 New South Wales during the year 1902. 

‘ Figures for 1901 are added for purposes of 











comparison :— 
Suan | 1901. | 1902. 
£ | £ 
ee Be ae 921,282 | 1,080,773 
Silver (concentrates, &c.) ... a ine soo} — | 1,440,179 
Silver (ingots and matte)... eee oo oo] 50,484 | —_ 
Silver-lead, ore, and sulphide one pen ved 1,803,979 | — 
Coal sen _ _ _ _ _ eee 2.178.929 | 2,206,598 
> as ee cae ee 413,302 | 308,923 
ee. > web pee sae _ bee bee eas 120,000 | 140,000 
RS tet ae a ime eee a 105,665 | 89,605 
Iron (from scrap)... we one ~ - 123,750 | 82,273 
Kerosene shale... bee -_ -— nee “~ 41,489 | 59,717 
Rye Seago aie 77315 | 53.706 
Lead ~_ _ — _ _— sea - 100,501 47,658 
Hydraulic cement ... vale “ bee ial — | 46,506 
Oe ae ees ee 69,940 77,713 
Total value baa wid roe £\ 6,006,636 | 5,633,645 





RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Poti in his report for 1902 (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,979), states that the 


— 4 present (end of 1902) stock of ore at the man- 
Subienarl ganese mines at ‘T’chiaturi is about 240,000 


tons, which is estimated to cost the holders 
about 7 copecks per poud, or about 9s. 6d. per ton. The manganese 
ore produced during the year was mined with greater care than 
in previous years. The average quality of the present stock 
is therefore much superior to that held towards the end of the 
year 1901. 

There has been no serious attempt made by any foreign or 
Russian firms to secure manganiferous land in large enough plots 
to be able to work on an extensive scale. The exporters are 
numerous, and ore is secured by them in Tchiaturi from the 
small dealers and landowners. 

Steamers here are almost entirely loaded by direct waggons of 
ore from Tchiaturi. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
BRITISH INDIA 


(BUT INCLUDING PONDICHERRY THIS YEAR). 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a monthly return 
Cotton Spinnin issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
_—_ uantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 

and Weaving : 4 y y P 
January woven goods produced during January, 1901, 
Siteene, 1902, and 1903, and the ten months ending 
Slst January of those years, in each province 

of British India, and the Native States. 

The following summarised statement, extracted from the above 
return, gives particulars for the ten months ended 31st January, 
1901, 1902, and 1903 :— 








Ten Months ended 31st January. 








1901. 1902. 1903. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 
Cotton yarn spun ... Lbs. 277,203,555 | 481,666,326 | 481,438,652 


Cotton woven goods produced : — | 
69,407,197 | 84,199,246 | 83,538,672 


Grey goods =. ++} Yards, 285,295,118 | 346,901,090 | 338,898,194 
White and coloured goods Lbs. 14,061,085 | 16,938,740 | 19,829,196 
eee ai! ae ln " 341.789 421,085 409,952 











Nore.—Returns for Pondicherry are included, for the first time, in January, 
1903. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Calais in his recent report states that a bounty of 
Bount Fl about 1/. 2s. 6d. per acre has been granted by 
oumey On **x the French Ministry of Agriculture on flax and 


and Hemp hemp culture. (loreign Office, Annual Series, 
Culture. 9976 ) 





PERU. 


According to a report published in the April “ Bulletin” of the 
International Bureau of the American Re- 

Cotton. publics, the exportation of cotton from Peru 

is next in importance to that of sugar. The 

establishment of cotton mills and of mills for the production of 
cotton-seed oil, and for the manufacture of soap therefrom, 
exporting the waste products of the oil mills in the form of oil 
cakes, which are used in England for the fattening of cattle, has 
caused a considerable increase in the number and size of the cotton 
plantations of the nation, and especially as regards those devoted 
to the cultivation of Egyptian cotton. The price paid by the 
owners of cotton mills in Peru for “ Egyptian” cotton is at least 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





FRANCE — continued. 


In the same report the Consul gives tables showing the production 
Coal Producti of coal in the basins of the Pas-de-Calais and 
™ Satan. ton the Nord during the year 1902, together with 
r r ~e , the production of coke and patent fuel at 
ae ae belonging to mining companies of these 

and the Nord. , ¢ ; ‘ 
basins, from which the following figures have 

been extracted :— 























1901. |  1902.* 

Coal : Tons. Tons. 
Basin of the Pas-de-Calais ee 13,582,504 
Nord... ec da dey vee 1, 5,419,765 
Total Coal wg css aes, os | = 20,858,607 19,002,269 

Se april 
eenen gee ee Oe A Sd 623,390 | 797,717 


* The figures for 1902 are only approximate. 


The British Vice-Consul at Lille reports that the violent campaign 
against the use of white lead (blanc de céruse) 


' a po for painting has severely affected this industry, 
- - cate rv ° of which Lille is the principal French centre ; 
Bre ore it is very doubtful if white lead can be effec- 


tively replaced, various substitutes hitherto 
failing to give satisfaction. 

Largely increased importation of oxide of zinc, and introduction 
of a new product called “ litophone,” suggest that other countries, 
including the United Kingdom and Germany, quite as interested 
in sanitary questions as France, profit by the anti-white lead cam- 
paign to the detriment of French producers. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,976.) 





CHINA. 


In a report recently issued by the Foreign Office, it is stated that 

Sheatuny the Shantung railway has now brought the 

Coal Wei-hsien coal-fields into direct communication 

with Tsingtau, and the first coal train reached 

that port at the end of last year. The Shantung coal has been 

tried both in the Government workshops at ‘l'singtau and on board 

ships of the German China Squadron, and is found to produce 

more heat and less smoke than Japanese coal. Arrangements are 

being made for its supply and sale at other ports in the Far East. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,983.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 


Corn Prices. in the week ended the 30th May were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... ses _ in ae oo 
Barley ... ii bbs vas wae 4 
Oats ved wah — Se * 


For further particulars see p. 474. 





NATAL. 


According to the annual report of the Durban Chamber of Com- 
merce for the year 1902, it is stated with regard 
Tea Cultivation. to tea cultivation in Natal, that by increased 
planting on several of the estates the total 
acreage of tea plantations reaches now about 4,000 acres, of which 
about 3,700 acres will have been picked from during the current 
season, 1902-03. The manufacture will be about 1,600,000 Ibs. 
weight. The shortage in rainfall will account for reduced output 
in all districts. ‘The prospective yield for next season should, in 
consequence of a considerable portion of the acreage of the young 
tea planted three years ago coming into fuller yield, amount to 
2,000,000 Ibs. 
The demand is steadily increasing, and there is room for further 
development provided the necessary labour is obtainable. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
a copy of a return showing the quantity and 

Fruit Trade. value of fruit imported into and exported from 
Cape Colony during the year ended 31st 


December, 1902. 
The following is a summarised statement of the return. Figures 


for the two previous years have been added for the purpose of 
comparison :— 
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Yarns and Teztiles. 


4 soles (8s. 14a) more per 100 kilogrammes than the ruling 
prices in a European markets. 

In all of the valleys where cotton is cultivated cotton gins have 
been erected. These gins receive the raw cotton, seed, press, and 
bale it for a nominal sum, and in some cases do this service for 
the cotton seed. In many instances the large plantations have 
their own gins, and seed and bale their own product. The best 
cotton is that which is produced in the Department of Piura, and 
known in the American and European markets as “full” and 
“moderate rough.” ‘This cotton brings exceptionally high prices 
on account of its fibre and the adaptability of mixing it with wool 
in the process of weaving. At the present time nearly all the 
cotton exported is the Piura cotton, the ‘‘ Egyptian” being consumed 
in the domestic factories of the Republic. 

The following table shows the exportation of ¢otton during the 
last five years :— 


Metric tons. Metric tons, 
1897... - ... 2,000 | 1900 ... oe vee 1,246 
1898... vn ... 6,71211901 .. we os es 
1899... wee vee 0,070 





The consumption of ‘‘ Egyptian” cotton by the domestic factories 
of the country is estimated at 1.600 metric tons, which added to 
the quantity exported gives the present annual production of 
cotton in the Republic of Peru, including all grades and brands, 
at 9,600 metric tons. 





_— 


CHINA. 


In the recent report of H.M. Consul at Chinkiang it is stated that 
in cotton yarn the Indian product continues to 
oo ee at hold the market. The Japanese article, which 
6. seemed in 1899 to be making some impression, 

has dwindled away, whilst British yarn. is represented by some 50 


tons only. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,975.) 
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BERMUDA. 


According to a report recently issued by the Colonial Office, the 
cultivation of onions, potatoes, and lily bulbs 
for the United States markets, are the chief 
agricultural industries of the Bermudas. The 
principal market is that of New York. 


Agricultural 
Industries. 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA AND TOGOLAND. 


The following remarks are extracted from the report (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,983) by Mr. Buchanan, 

Cotton Cultivation. Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Berlin :— 
‘“The conditions of the soil and climate in 
Togoland are, it is believed, favourable to the growth of cotton, 
and the natives by whom it has long been cultivated in many 
parts of the country have shown considerable readiness and 
intelligence as regards the adoption of American methods of 
cultivation. Experimental stations have been started at Tove and 
other places, under the supervision.of American experts, and the 
cotton is brought down to Lome on mules and oxen, previously 
inoculated with Dr. Schilling’s anti ‘‘Surrah ” serum, which has 

been found very efficacious as a preventative of that disease. 

“ Some 108,000 Ibs. of cotton grown during the year 1901-02 
from native (Togoland), American, and Egyptian seed were 
shipped to Bremen, where, on examination by experts, that 
produced from native seed was pronounced as slightly superior to, 
and that from American seed slightly inferior to, ‘middling 
American. The Egyptian seed cotton came last in their estima- 
tion. Experiments are now being made to produce, by crossing, 
a variety combining the qualities of both the native and the 
American cotton plant. 

“The reports sent home as to the existence of wild cotton in 
many parts of the districts between the coast of the East African 
Protectorate and the Great Lakes, induced the Colonial Economic 
Committee in June, 1901, to institute similar experiments in that 
colony. The delta of the Rufiji and the Kilwa district are said 
to offer the best promises of success, and experiments have already 
been made in the latter region with Egyptian, American, and 
Indian seeds. The first of these three seeds appears to have 
furnished the best results, and the samples of cotton sent home 
have been classed by the Bremen Cotton Exchange as on a par 
with Egyptian cotton. 

‘* An expert has recently been sent from East Africa to study 
cotton growing in the United States, and to select a staff of cotton 
planters to work under him on his return to the Colony.” 
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1900. 1901. 1902. 








| | 
| 


Description. ——_— | 
Quantities.) Value. jovantne. Value. Quantities.) Value. 
| 








SN oe — ee 


TOTAL IMPORTS. 






































FRUIT. 

DATES— Lbs. | & Lbs. | £& || Lbs. | oa 
United Kingdom _... 1,844,911 | 12,077 ||1,952,168 | 10,357 |'2,234,981 | 12,987 
Other countries 9,985 91 | 23,157 127 | 123,838 | 626 

Total . 1,854,896 | 12,168 1,975,325 | 10,484 |/2,858,819 | 13,613 
————— —| | om 

DRIED— | } 

Currants, raisins and | | 
United Kingdom ...; 846,704 | 11,889 [1,251,778 | 17,559 ||1,357,399 | 16,031 
Germany ... oof — — | 33,046 565 || 21,229 183 
Other countries ...| 20,769 | 357 | 52,011 741 || 938,257 | 1,185 
Total ..| 867,473 | 12,196 ||1,336,835 | 18,865 |/1,471,885 | 17,399 

Other dried fruit— | } 

United Kingdom ...' 65,456 | 1,354 || 94,752 | 1,897 || 111,781 | 2,602 
Australia...  ...| 3,074 74 || 97,550 | 1,794 || 112,070 | 2,462 
United States | 612,659 | 12,432 || 966,211 | 17,787 || 898,887 | 18,984 
Other countries | 67,509 | 1,267 | 96,657 | 2,109 | 119,520 | 2,667 

| : a : | 
Total ..| 748,698 | 15,127 | 1,265,170 23,587 ||1,242,258 | 26,715 

FRESH— | } | 
United Kingdom ne 2,062 || — 2266 || — 2,162 
Australia... — |{13991]| — | 2965]| — | 1,768 
Natal... ... — /|16617 || — {14,512 || — | 48,962 
Madeira | -— 643 | = 4,091 | —- 2,982 
Other countries _o— 63) — ai); — 1,500 

1 i! 
Total -- |20,866 || — |28,775 |) — |52,874 
| EXPORTS OF DOMESTIC PRODUCE. 

DRIED— | | 
Natal ... .| 40,646 | 677 || 54,975 | 1,238 _ _ 
Other countries .| 9,587} 149 |) 3,604) 115 _- 

Total .| 50,238 | 826 || 58,579 | 1,353 || 3,816" 105° 

FRESH— | 
United Kingdo jf 6,600 -_ 5,511 -_ 5,151 
Natal 0 00. 0 oe] = | Tl $208 _ 1,872 
Uther countries ~ — 47) — 52 — 18 

an] inl onl = 
Total | oo 8,304 || — 7,771 — 6,741 












































oe ee ee ee 


























* Chiefly to German West Africa. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th May was 
Cotton Statistics. 49,907 and the number imported during the 
22 weeks ended the 28th May was 2,031,761. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 28th 
May, 10,007 bales, and for the 22 weeks, 206,609. 
For further details see p. 474. 





—_-—— 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A memorandum received at the Board of Trade, through the India 
Brewing Office, states that the quantity of beer brewed in 
Industry India in 1902 amounted to 6,474,860 gallons, 

of which 43 per cent. was bought by the Army 

Commissariat, the remainder anes left. for consumption by the 
civil population, or by soldiers independently of the arrangements 
under the army contracts with the breweries. The average pur- 
onnaes of the Commissariat for the last five years have amounted 
to 2,768,247 gallons yearly, the average production in the same 
period having been 5,687,891 gailons. ‘The army therefore con- 
sumes under contract nearly half of the production. The troops 
also consume a substantial quantity outside the contract, though it 
cannot be specified. Perhaps the total consumption by the troops 
may extend to two-thirds of the production, the remaining third 
being drunk by the civil population, mainly Europeans residing in 
and in the vicinity of the Hill stations. 

‘Twelve of the breweries are situated at stations in the Himalayas 
from Murree to Darjeeling, and much of the beer is brewed there. 
A large quantity is also brewed at Lucknow, Rawalpindi, Poona, 
Bangalore, Jubbulpore, at and near Ootacamund, and at Quetta 
and Mandalay. ‘The largest of the breweries is at Murree, the 
Poona brewery standing next. More than one-third of the whole 
production is brewed in the Panjab. 

The quantity of beer brewed in India and imported doriog the 
last five years is as follows :— 





Brewed in India. | Imported. 

Gallons. Gallons. 
1898 .» 0,894,087 1898-99 ... 93,227,164 
1899 ..- 0,068,213 1899-1900 ... 3,207,180 
1900 wee = 4,947,841 1900-01 ... 93,226,534 
1901 w. 0,004,405 1901-02 .. 9,673,844 
1902 ... 6,474,860 1902-03 ... 93,820,938 
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Miscellaneous. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
The fortnightly Straits Settlements trade report by Mr. Stuart, 
the Registrar of Imports and Exports at 
Trade in 1902. Singapore, dated 20th April, contains the 
following reference to the trade of that Colony 
in 1902. 

The trade of the Straits Settlements in 1902 is not regarded as 
satisfactory, although there were large dollar increases. 

Imports were valued at over 311 million dollars exclusive of 
bullion and specie, or over 26,500,000/., an increase of nearly 
10 per cent. in silver, but a decrease of 3? per cent. in sterling. 
Exports were valued at over 273} million dollars or 23,500,0000., 
an increase of 114 per cent. in silver and a decrease of 1? per cent. 
in gold. 

The exports increased in the quantities of the following articles 
sent out:—Tin with a total of 54,500 tons, tapioca 55,762, copra 
50,829, sago 45,328, gambier 41,290, gums 25,157, and coffee 
6,186, but decreased in spices, chiefly areca-nuts, with a total trade 
of 56,008, and rattans with 26,070 tons. 

The imports under the various classes so far as the European 
trade is affected can be judged by the tables given, in which the 
values are shown for convenience in thousands of dollars, and it 
may be noted that the demand sterling values at which these have 
been converted in the two years show 12 per cent. less value in 
1902, the sterling demand dollar averaging 1s, 1144d. in 1901 and 
ls, 818d. in 1902. 

The report itself containing these tables, under separate headings 
of ‘‘ Foodstuffs, Liquors, &c.,” ‘“‘ European Textiles,” ‘‘ Manufactured 
Metals,” and ‘ Miscellaneous Manufactures,” and remarks there- 
upon, may be seen by those interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 


and 5 p.m. 


—< ——— 





BERMUDA. 

The following comparative tables, showing the imports and 
Temert and exports into and from Bermuda for the three 
E oe Trad years 1900, 1901 and 1902, inclusive, is extracted 
xpo rade. from a report on that Colony recently issued 


by the Colonial Office :— 

















Imports. 
| | Other | United | 
. United | | Other 
Year. Total. | Canada.| British States of | 
| feperges! | Colonies. | America, —, 
: |. ieee ase, tesa t | if 
| £ | g £ £ | £ £ 
1900 ... ...| 397,136 | 104,009 31,488 9,932 | 250,729 | 978 
1901 ...  —...| 600,716 | 142,911 | 41,167 11,399 | 296,937 8,302 
1902 ...  ...| 546,141 | 165.675 | 52,110 13,523 | 321,487 8,346 
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Miscellaneous. 


In the above figures the value of the Government stores— 
civil, naval, and military—is not included. The estimated 
quantity of such stores imported into the Colony during 1902 was 
14,616 tons, valued at 215,027/. The value of the total imports 
into the Colony during the year, inclusive of Government stores 
and specie, was 80] 1891. 


Exports. 
| | Other | United 














| Tnite 
Year. | Total. Bac ol Canada. sritish | States of Pn 
- Colonies. | America. | re 
er Ten Sree , ESS ee 
| £ £ | £ | £ £ | £ 
1900 ... | 93,769 4,683 | 2071 | 1,299 85,599 | 117 
1901 ... »e-| 98,479 3,333 | 1,036 | 38,456 90,654 | — 
1902 ... ee 111,135 6328 | 1,753 | 2,202 100,730 | 122 
GERMANY. 


The report of H.M. Consul at Stettin, recently issued by the 
Salted Herring eae Office (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 

2,977), contains very full particulars of the 
Trade of Btettin. sited herring trade of that port. Tables are 
given showing the total imports of the various descriptions of 
salted herrings during each of the years 1898-1902 together with 
the prices for new herrings at the end of each of the months 
June to December, 1902, ‘and the prices for old herrings at the 
beginning of each of the months January to May, 1902. 





GERMANY—BAVARIA. 


In his report on the trade of Nuremberg for the year 1902, the 
Carbon Trade of <ee Vice-Consul at that place states that 
Basembere. uremberg carbon manufacturers—the most 
important in Germany—report that the trade 
has been about the same as in the previous year. Orders have 
been received in sufficient quantities, but in many instances 
the keen competition between the leading houses has brought 
down prices so as to make them unprofitable. Orders, especially 
those of large consumers, such as Government and corporation 
offices and railway companies, have been accepted at prices which 
leave no margin for profit, in fact are often below manufacturing 
cost. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,971.) 
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M iscellaneous. 





GERMAN WEST AFRICA. 
In a report on the German Colonies, recently issued by the Foreign 
Office, Mr. Buchanan, Secretary to H.M. 
Trade and = Embassy at Berlin, quot + of Colonel 
Agricuitare of imbassy at Berlin, quotes a report of Colone 
, Pavel’s journey from Garua to Lake Chad which 
the Benué and i conaliage Sia; t ie alt en: Cent 

Dikoa Districts, °°S°T2es the country norta o e Benue as 
‘rich and well cultivated. Cotton and rubber 
were found in considerable quantities, and fields of maize, corn, 
rice, and sugar cane bore witness to the fertility ofits soil. Dikoa 
is spoken of as the centre of an important trade, of which the 
principal articles are coffee, sugar, velvet, silks, weapons, as well as 

gold and silver objects brought by the caravans from Tripoli. 


GERMAN Y—SAMOA. 
It is also stated in this report that in Samoa the importation of 
Chinese coolies, under Government control, has 





I eae had to be resorted to, in consequence of the 
mmigration. persistent refusal of the natives to engage in 
any regular kind of work. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,953.) 





FRANCE. 
The British Vice-Consul at Boulogne reports that the high pro- 
times ima tective duty has reduced the importation of 
f Fresh = h fresh sea fish into that port to a little more 
oS on than a tenth of its amount in 1892; from the 
and Horses at = same cause the importation of horses is less 





pene. than half what it was five years ago. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,976.) 
TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul at Aleppo reports that the American Tobacco Trust 

has bought out the most important liquorice 

Renee danse . firms in N ew York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, 

+ rma dretta which formerly purchased the root direct from 

Syria, and has accumulated a stock of about 

90,000 tons, which is sufficient to supply the American market for 

nearly three years. It has, therefore, no further need of supplies 

from Alexandretta, so that large stocks remain unsold in the hands 
of the former contractors. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,970.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at New York reports that in former years the 

importation of indigo from India averaged about 
ee 2,000,000 lbs., representing over 50 per cent. 
of the total importation into the United States, 
the chief ports of entry being New York and Boston. During the 
year 1902 the importation of this article from India at the port of 








“J 
we 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 





Birmingham.—A special meeting of the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 27th May, at which a resolution was 
adopted in support of the Colonial Secretary’s suggestions as to 
preferential trade with the Colonies. 

The Tariff Committee of the Chamber was instructed to make a 
report on the matter, and to add, if desirable, to its number further 
representatives of the trading interests of the city and district. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 27th May, 1903. Mr. John Waugh 
delivered an address on “‘ Cotton-growing in the Soudan,” in course 
of which he stated that it was estimated that there were fifteen 
millions of acres south and east and west of the junction of the Blue 
and White Niles available and suitable for cotton-growing. Ofthese, 
thousands of acres were in the gift of the Government, if they were 
willing to make grants, and on easy terms otherwise, and on this land 
cotton would, he considered, pay well for the trouble and the out- 
lay of cultivation and irrigation. There was no difficulty about 
labour. Mr. Waugh alluded to the difficulties of transport, and 
quoted from a letter written to him by Count Gleichen to the effect 
that the Soudan Government had reluctantly come to the conclusion 
that the high rates which the Soudan railway was obliged to charge 
rendered early development of the cotton industry impossible. The 
Suakim-Berber railway, which it was hoped might be finished in a 
couple of years, would permit of very much lower rates being 
charged and the question could then be taken in hand. 

Other matters considered were: the Trades Disputes Bill, Sheep 
Dips Committee, income Tax Assessment of Foreign Firms, and 
the Canadian Preferential Tariff. 


Leeds.— At a ‘meeting of the Council of the Leeds Chamber of 
Commerce, held on the 26th May, with Alderman J. H. Wurtz- 
burg (President) in the chair, four representatives to serve as 
members of the new executive body under the Education Act were 
nominated. 

The Council agreed to associate itself with the movement for 
facilitating the friendly settlement of Anglo-French difficulties. 

It was decided to hold a special meeting on the question of 
preferential trade with the Colonies. 

















i 
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Miscellaneous. 





New York was reduced to very small proportions during the first 
six months, viz., 239,500 lbs., valued at 30,6001., and ceased 
entirely after the month of June. The cause is no doubt the 
impossibility of maintaining competition with the product derived 
from coal-tar. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,972.) 


BRAZIL. 

The following table showing the value of the imports mto Brazil 
— during the first nine months of 1902, dis- 
wine Months of tinguishing the principal countries from which 

1902 imported, is compiled from official statistics 

published in the “Brazilian Review” of 
28th April :— 




















Valuejin | Value in 

iat | Milreis. | Sterling. 

United Kingdom ioe i wae an if 93,770,979 | 4,634,265 
United States ... Jon oe ‘ins ra | 42,421,018 | 2,098,180 
Germany | $7,535,857 | 1,855,320 
Argentina | 30,349,053 | 1,496,683 
France ... | 28,167,396 | 1,392,189 
Portugal sii ~~ oe ae nie ...| 24,599,110 1,216,498 
Other countries at oor? aiSicks<T Jo i | 4,146,355 
Total imports rn _ 96 ...| 840,725,898 | 16,839,490 








Eliminating January, for which returns of imports are in- 
complete for 190i, imports for the eight months, February to 
September, 1902, show an increase in value, over the corresponding 
period of 1901, of 24,225,101 milreis, or 8°6 per cent., equivalent 
at the corresponding rates of exchange to an increase in sterling 
value of 1,913,422/. or 14°6 per cent., the difference between the 
percentage of increase in currency and sterling values being, of 
course, the effect of higher average exchanges, the average rate on 
London for the eight months, February to September, having 
risen 5 per cent., from 114d. to 1142d. 


REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a report by the British Vice-Consul at 

Trade Routes. |§ Bogota on the means and ways of communica- 

tion in the Republic of Colombia. 

This report, which deals exhaustively with the routes by means 
of which trade may be opened up, may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10Za.m. to 


1 p.m.). 




















~1 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 1s.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, SW. or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I of the 
‘Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 16th May:— 
State of the Labour Market in April; Workmen’s Co-operative 
Productive Societies; the Railway Dispute in Victoria (Australia) ; 
Factories and Shops Law of Victoria—Report of Royal Com- 
mission; Labour Disputes and Conciliation and Arbitration in 
France in 1901; Price of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; Legal Cases 


affecting Labour, &c., Xc. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 


Trade Journal.” 
No. 2,984. Trade and Laws of the Faroe Islands. 


Good prospects for starting Detailed account of the 
a line of steamers from the fishing industry. 
United Kingdom and _6 for Comparative table of exports. 
opening up trade. Notes on Laws affecting 
Occupations and _ require- traders. 
ments of the Faroe islanders. Digest and translations of 


Laws. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 22 Weeks ended 28th May, 1903. 












































| | 
99 Ww 
Week ended | 72 Weeks Week ended | 72 Weeks 
anita 28th May, | 9744 || osth May, | ,.-nte7 
1908 Y» | 28th May, | “"jo93 Y: | 28th May, 
1903, | , 1903. 
| IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
| (Bales.) | (Bales.) 
z in 53 
No. No. I No. No. 
American... eco 44,965 1,596,946 8,27 102,477 
Brazilian it 1,876 107,198 || 331 19,806 
Kast Indian ... os 1,602 74,947 || 550 16,726 
Egyptian a 990 230,346 || 622 63,396 
Miscellaneous sce 474 22,324 | 231 4,204 
Total los 49,907 2,031,761 || 10,007 206,609 
| 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 30th May, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 














Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
wee ee AVE 2 

or ae & 4. e 4, 
Week ended 30th May, 1903 iii we Se hi 4 8 5 

Corresponding week in— | 
SR ee oe el ae a 
GG Se eee ¥ a ST Die 27-8 
ie. hi -:-ae eer ce ee Oe ee eee ee. 
aa i oe me? me. ten oe ee 18 1 
ES ae a ~~ a ae 4 eo Ss 18 6 
Re 8 sé se gga SR a faa @ 19 9 
i eker! = soured cae ot ly ee ES 22 10 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty lm 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine [mperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 





The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








| 
No, Place. Price} No. Place, | Price 
| EUROPE— | | Servia: 
| Denmark : | 2958 | Servia ... .-.1902} Id. 
2934 | Denmark (Supplemen- 
tary) . ...1901} 1d. | | Spain: 

2984 | Faroe Islands ... — | 2}d.|| 2924 | Bilbao ... -1901; 24d. 
| 2964 | Bilbao ... ...1902) 2d. 
France and Colonies: 

2949 | Brest 1902) 13d. 

2976 | Calais » | 2d. Turkey: 

2955 | Cherbourg | 14d.| 2970 | Aleppo and Adana ...1902) 2d. 

2941 | French Guinea 1901 1d, || 2950 | Constantinople ne. 

2939 | Havre (Agriculture) .. .1902 4d. || 2932 | Crete ... eos --.1901| 1d. 

2960 | Havre ... ‘ we 5 | 3@. || 2926 | Eastern Coast of the 

2966 | Indo-China ons os | oo Red Sea . 1899-1901) 2d. 

2978 | Nantes... cai oa | ld. 2962 | Palestine é .-e L902} ld. 

| | 589 | Mining Industries and 
(German Empire and Colonies :| | Forestry in Turkey 3d. 

2982 | Baden ... ...1902| 1d. | 

2971 | Bavaria-Nuremberg ... ,, | 1d. 

2956 | Chemnitz - » | oe AFRICA— 

2945 | Estimates of the Ger- || 2931 | Alexandria ... 1901 and part 

man Empire .. ..1903} 1d. | of 1902) 1d. 

2959 | Germany -..1902 1}d || 2948 | Somaliland Protectorate 

2983 |German Colonies 1901-02) 2d. | 1901-02) 23d. 

2977 | Pomerania il ...1902| 3d. | 588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 

591 | German Technical Tigh Interest in the Botanic 
| Schools fl em 3d. | Gardens at Entebbe, 
| Uganda ... ses ove| $0. 

Greece : | 
2957 | Cyclades ...1902} 1d. 
2953 | Morea,and Provinces of | AMERICA, NORTH— 
Acarnaniaand tolia 1902) 1d. | United States of America: 
2947 | Thessaly » | 13d.|| 2967 | Boston ... .--1902) 23d. 
| 2952 | Chicago... ove oi. pa 
Italy: | 2942 | New Orleans ... - 9 | 2hd. 

2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902 14d. 2972 | New York ... » | lad. 

2933 | Italy ... ...1901| 3d. || 2944 | States of Maryland, 

2936 | Naples ... 1902) 14d.| Virginia, West Vir- 

2935 | Venice ... 1901-02! 14d. ginia, and Kentucky 1902) 14d. . 

|| 2968 | Texas ... 2d. 
Netherlands and Colonies : | 587 | Coal Industry of the United 
2965 | Amsterdam 1902) 1d. | States in 1901 veel 24, 
2974 | Java ~ | ldd. 
Portugal : | Mexico: 
2954 | Portugal --01902| $d. || 2925 | Mexico... .-.1901| 24d, 
2951 | Mexico City -+e1902) 24d. 
Russia : 
2979 | Batoum.. sas ..1902) 13d.| AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2943 | Odessa (Supplementary) 2963 | Nicaragua 1905) jd. 
1901} 13d, 
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Government Publications. 








No. 2,985. Canton, 1902. 


Extensive development of Comparative tables of prin- 
foreign exports, especially silk. cipal articles of import and 
Hindrances to the passage export, with observations as to 
of foreign imports into the character of trade. 
interior. Shipping returns. 


Notes on increasing imports. 


No. 2,986. Pernambuco and Ceara, 1902. 


Import trade declining, Detailed statistics of im- 
owing to general poverty, and ports and exports. 
export trade depressed owing Shipping returns. 


to high rate of exchange. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. 591. German Technical High Schools. 

Their growth and aims, and State aid. 
their influence on industrial Plan of instruction. 
progress. Attendance at the various 

General organization; pro- courses. 
fessional staff; some of the Examinations. 
salaries; description of the Regulations for foreign stu- 
courses and fees for same. dents. 


Revenue and expenditure. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been issued by the Coionial Office 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 384. St. Lucia. 
No. 385. St. Vincent. 
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Government Publications. 








No. __— Price. 





AMERICA, CENTRAL— | 


Guatemala. 
6 Accession of Guatemala to the Geneva Convention of 1864 | 
for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded in | 
armies in the field. _... ens ead ose ove oe | = 9. 
ASIA— | 
Corea : 
3 Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the 


amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in | 
the field ... eee eee eas eee oce ave oe | ad, 








7 International Convention relative to bounties on sugar... | 1hd. 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
lst January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 











Annual. 
| 

No. Place. Price. 
377 Northern Nigeria eve ove ose ove coe | 2d. 
378 British Guiana hin - “ ona | 2ad. 
379 Mauritius _ se eco ove 34d. 
380 Basutoland ... en ome - one oe | 8. 
381 Southern Nigeria ose _ _ one | 2d. 
382 Trinidad and Tobago ... cee oce sos soot ate 
Cyprus... coe _ eee <n wn we | 3d. 
383 Bermuda one io ob ona sas sen lid, 
384 St. Lucia we in Es she sida ono |? 
385 St. Vincent... ao - sa see — 

















_—_—_—_—— ee 
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Government Publications. 




















No. Place. Price | No. | Place. Price 
AMERICA, SOUTH— | | ASIA— 
Argentina: | China: 
2940 | Argentine finances 1901-02, 13d.|| 2985 | Canton... yes ...1902 lad. 
2961 | Buenos Ayres ... ...1902 13d.) 2975 | Chinkiang abe oa gt oe 
| 2969 | Hankow ose ao ge | A 
Brazil : | | | 
2938 | Brazil ... First half of 1902) 3d. | | Persia : | 
2986 | Pernambuco and Ceara ,, | ld. || 590 | Trade and General Con- 
2928 | Rio de Janeiro 1901 id.) | dition of the City and 
| Province of Kermanshah..| 44. 
Chile : | 
2946 | Coquimbo ... —...1902 3d. | | Siam : | 
| 2929 | Chiengmai «1901; 1d, 
WEST INDIES— | | | 
2927 | Hayti ... _ 1901 1d. | PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2937 Samoa ... “a ...1902, 1d. 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 








No. Price. 





EUROPE— 
um: 


1 Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 
regulating telephonic communication between the .two 


countries ... -_ oo see ove om on on da. 


Denmark : 

5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Denmark for 
regulating the fisheries outside territorial waters in the 
ocean surrounding the Faroé Islands and Iceland... sos 74d. 


France: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 
the exchange of insured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraltar ... eee ose ace ce ove 1d. 








| 

} 

| 

—, NORTH— 
United States of America: 

4 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United | 
States for the adjustment of the Boundary between the 
Dominion of Canada and the Territory of Alaska... oe id. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption”? Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged im 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. | 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. | 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and — 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future, periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, cetera 
ciiemiten and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperi 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CommerctaL DeparTMENT, Boarp oF TRape. 

January, 1908 
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